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j INTERPRETATIONS OF THE 
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SUCCESS OF THE GENERAL S TRIKE VARY WIDELY, FROM SOME, LIKE 

[ PUBLICLY CALLING IT A "VICTORY" 
BECAUSE IT SHOWED CHAVEZ AS THE AUTOCRAT THAT HE IS, TO 
OTHERS, LIKE THE DEMOCRATIC ACTION PARTY, WHOSE LEADERS HAVE 
PUBLICLY TE RMED IT A DISASTER. WITH SOME, A TYPE OF DENIAL 
HAS SET IN: 



I \ 

3. 



IN PARTICULAR, PEREZ HAS 



BEEN UNDER REPEATED FIRE FROM THE MEDIA FOR HIS_AIiLEfiED_ 
INFORMAL MEETINGS WITH VICE PRESIDENT RANGEL , 



BUT DCC MEMBERS HAVE PUBLICLY STATED 



THE NEW REORGANIZATION WOULD NOT MEAN THE COMMITTEE 
TRANSFORMATION INTO A POLITICAL PARTY . I 
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5. 



[ POLL TAKEN IN EARLY FEBRUARY 

STILL HAS 42 PERCENT OF VENEZUELANS IDENTIFYING WITH THE 
OPPOSITION (AS OPPOSED TO 31 PERCENT FOR CHAVEZ) , BUT THE 
POLL, IN A DRAMATIC CHANGE, INDICATES THAT 27 PERCENT OF 
VENEZUELANS WHO HAD FORMERL Y IDENTIFIED WITH THE DCC, NOW ARE 
ALIENATED FROM BOTH CAMPS. | 



I 

6. (SBU) THIS NEW GROUP, TERMED " FAST TRACK" BY THE PRESS 
BECAUSE IT CLINGS TO THE HOPE OF A MILITARY OUSTER, | 



| MAINSTREAM OPPOSITION 

GROUPS DISCOUNT THE DEMOCRATIC BLOC'S INFLUENCE. (BUT IT 
SHOULD BE NOTED THAT IT HELD AN EVENT ON FEBRUARY 25 THAT 
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ATTRACTED SEVERAL HUNDRED PEOPLE TO 
HEAR POLEO AND COMPANY SPEAK.) 
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